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Newsletter 

The Society has in the past lacked a means of keeping its members informed, 
so now that its scope and name are changed it is intended to issue a news­
letter ar least once every three months, perhaps more often. Several 

~ helpers are required for addressing and distribution: would anyone willing 
to do these please get in touch with Stephen Marks (703 2719, but not between 
1st and 16th of August). 

Annual Gener~l Meeting April 16th 1970 

At the Annual General Meeting held on April 16th 1970 the Camberwell Grove 
and District Residents' Association (founded in 1966 as the Camberwell Grove 
and Grove Lane Residen~s' Association) decided to enlarge its geographical 
scope and to change its name to The Camberwell Society. At the same time 
two sub-committees were set up to deal with trees and with plannirc~ matters. 

The meeting instructed the officers and committee to call a special meeting 
of the Society in about three months time and to present a draft constitution 
and a boundary for the Society's area of interest for consideration. 

Of the retiring officers Dr Hugh-Jones, Chairman, and Reg Austin, Hon Secre­
tary, did not wish to stand for re-election, but as there were no nomina­
tions for successors they agreed to be and were re-elected to serve till the 
special meeting; Brian Allsworth was re-elected as Hon Treasurer and the 
following were elected as the committee of the Society: 

James Elliott, 26 Grove Lane (703 4104) 
Michael I,~n, 24 Grove Lane (703 4564) 
Stephen Harks, 50 Grove Lane (703 2719) 
Cliff Potter, 51 Grove Park (733 3792) 
Denys .SltO!'t, L~3 Camberwell Grove ( 703 5974) 
Shirley Tanner, 107 Camuerwell Grove (703 8624) 
Stan Tracey, 158a Camberwell Grove (274 7967) 

After retiring as officers at the special meeting the following continue 
to serve on the committee: 

Reg Austin, 182 Camberwell Grove (274 7576) 
Philip Hugh-Jones, 167 Carnberwell Grove (274 9351) 

Special General Meeting July 9th 1970 

At the Special General Meeting oh July 9th 1970 Miss Nadine Beddington was 
elected as Chairman and Ronald Watts as Hon Secretary. 

A draft constitution in the form suggested by the Civic Trust was read out to 
the meeting and was accepted with minor modification and with the reservation 
that it should be reviewed for the next Annual General Meeting in the liqht 
of experience and further comments from members. It was explained that the 
app2rent complexity of the constitution was to a great extent made necessary 
by the need to cover circumstances which might seem unlikely at present but 
which could arise and also by the legal requirements involved in applying £or 
charitable stat~s; it was also pointed out that the Civic Trust, to which 
the Society is affiliated, had drawn on its considerable experience in form­
ing its model constitution, and that societies which adopted it were then in 
a better position to expect to be consulted by their local Councils under 



~e~ent legislation~ Copies of the Society's constitution are available on 
request from the Hon Secretary. 

The area of interest of ihe Society 

The special me ~ting appr ,ved th e area enclosed by the following boundary: 
on the south, Champion H.11, Cut-~hroat Alley and the branch railway; on 
the east, Talfourd Road, Southampton Way adn Wells Way, including St George's 
Church; on the north AJoany Road; on the west, Camberwell Road, Denmark 
Hill and Champion Hill. 

Wh e re matters outside t· .is area affect it they will of courm b e considered. 

Th e ob,jects of the · Soci ~"!::Y. 
Und e r the constitution which was approved the objects of the Society are: 

(a) to stimulate pu1 lie inte rest in the Society's area, . 
(b) ~o promote high standars of planning and architecture in the area, and 
(c) to secure the r~ese~vation protection development and improve ment of 

featur es of J istoric or public int e r est in the area. 

flanning Sub-committe: 

The Annua l General Meating approved the formation of a sub-committee to dear 
with traffic, motorwEy and pedestrian problems; in order to co-ordinat e the 
Society's planning a, tivities this sub-committee now deals with planning 
matters generally. Stephen Marks (50 Grove Lane, SE 5, telephone 703 2719) 
a cts as convener of ;he sub-committee which has the following members: 

Graeme Aylward, Judy Bratt, J e remy Be nne tt, JC J Brook, 
Brian Bunting, rim Capon, Alan Cave, George Finch, John Kirby, 
Kate Macintosh, Pauline Neville-Jones , Cliff Pott e r, 
Shirle y Tanner, Roger Thompson, Joan Willoughby. 

So far its principle activities ha ve be e n the survey and pre pa ration of 
material in connection with the motorway threat and the inquiry into the 
Greater London Development Plan and making observations to the Council on 
planning applications in its area, but the sub-committe e hopes to be able 
to discuss future plans for rede ve lopm~rit within the area and to co-operate 
with the Council on surveys and improvements. 

Conservation Ar ~os 

There are two ccnsc rvation a r eas within the Society's area, the Camb e rwe ll 
Grove Conservat io~ &~ .i ~he Addington Square Conservation Area; of these 
the latt e r is st~ll b 0 i~z considered by the Council. 

The Council has s 2t ur a Cons ervAtion Areas Advisory Committee with members 
representing var ~c~s na~ional and local bodies. The Camberwell Society is 
p;:;rpesented on t:"'j__s co~:r::ittee by Stephen Marks. It has met once so far on 
June 1st and is ,expected to mEet at least once every three months. 

J'..l.r.ibl e 2ale 

There will be a jumble s a le at 3 pm on July 25th at the Church Hall, All 
Saints, Blenheim Grove; the proce e ds will be givGn to the London Motorway 
Action Group which is repres~nting the Society at the Public Inquiry and is 
presenting the cas e against the motorways including Ringway 1 which would 
come straight a~ross Camberwell. 

If you have any jumble please take it to 26 Grove Lane or to 92 Talfourd Road. 
If you can help please ring 703 4104 or 703 6572. 

The Camberwell S6ciety is your local.amenity society. 

If You ar~ not already a member please support it by joining. 
Subscription 10/~ a year to the Hon Treasurer 

Brian Allsworth, 165 Grove Lan e , SE 5 (274 0367) 
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N.8WSLE!TTER Fa 2 ADDINGTON SQUARE SPECIAL ISSUE OCTOBJi~R 1970 

Addington Sgu~rc and Addington Pla~e 

The traveller who comes south from the Elephant to wards Camberwe ll must be 
aware of a sudden transition from the winding main street of Walworth to the 
broad thoroughfare of Camb e rwell Road. Wa lwotth was one of the many small 
villages which clu&red round Lo n don; its traditional high street stops 
abruptly at Boundary Lane. Th e road south to Camha rwell, which ha d run 
through open fields, s uc cumbed to charact e ristic ribbon developrnd nt at the 
en d of the eighteenth c entury with th~ building of many terrac~s of elegant 
Georgian hous"'s . 

The r e were Clarenc e Plac e and Prospect ~lac e (now no longer) on the east side 
south of New Church Street, Grosvenor Place now facing th e western end of the 
public garden and surviving after a fa s hion, and othe rs, but the best of all 
now are the t e rrac e s which were calle d Addington Place. These are the 
houses to the north and south of the approach to Addington Square (nos 117-
129 and 131-155 Camberwell Road r e spectively ); one of t he houses stilL re­
tains an i ncised stone with the name Addington Plac e and it may be tha t their 
complet ion coincided with the premiership of Henry Adding ton (1801-4). They 
we re c e rtainly begun earlier as they are shown on a map of 1797; Part of 
the southern row now accommodates Cambridge House, and much of the northern 
t e rrace, it is h eart e ning to see, has r e c en tly b e 8n care fully restored. 

If the same travell e r now turns off Camberwell Road between the two terrac es 
of Adding ton Place, he approaches the Square through its ~rincipal entry on 
the western sid e . It is no me r e chance that a square vr ew up at the e nd of 
this turning: for, a lthoug h the first houses in the Square were not built 
till some years later there is a deliberate and formal brea k between the two 
t e rra ces to accommodate the appro~ch to the Square and. some such schs me must 
surely have b ee n int e nd e d; this is cle ar from the treatme nt of t he two 
house_s w'ttich flank the approach_ road as terminal featur es to the ir r espective 
terrac es. The buildings which lie on e ither sid e of t h e trave ller b~fore he 
r eac h e s the Square a re 6f no distinction but his attention is held by the 
central garden and the mature tre es and he will s ee opposite him another 
terrace with a centtai f ea ture. 

But now let him walk right into the Square and turn round: h e will s ee on 
either side of the way from Camb e rwe ll Road the earliest hous es in the Square, 
on the right the Talbot Se ttl eme nt (c 1810) and the l ef t another pair (c 1815 ). 

Th~ c e ntral pair of hbus es which he saw on the east side as h e approached the 
Square were built n ext (c 1822) following the patt e rn of the t er race houses 
and fully exploiting the axis between the first pairs of houses. He might 
not be aware that the se three pairs of hous 0s, diffe rent as they se em in 
characte r, are closely rel a t e d, but a little study of de tails such as railings 
cill and impost bands, might convince him that they are derived from a common 
sourc e of des i gn. 

The trave lle r will see too that the l atef buildings on the west sid e (nos 9 
_& 10, c 1840; nos 11 & 12, before 1855) ma intained the semi-detached rhythm 
ilready establis hed, while the eas t s ide was complet e d (c 1845) as a t e rrace 
composition with a centr~l f ea ture nic e ly bglancing the _void 6n the west side. 
He might be forgiven for not realising that the three right habd hous e s of 
the east side were built at the same time as th~ five on the l e ft: th e 



ouiiaer ~~•~ put up nos 33-35 cJearly Lrie d to match the app eara nce u. ~if ~v 
yea rs earlier nut som e of his details b e tray him (look at the solid parape~­
up the fromt steps 1 for instance). 

When the trave ller turns south in the Square he se ~s a gain two k i nds of 
houses but on a smalle r scale; h e r e are two rows of equal length, two­
storey cottages Cc 1822), now shorn of many of their features, and three ­
storey houses (1825-6) . The y are subordinate to and r e late1 to their neigh ­
bours on the west and east sides respectively, perhaps refl e cting the lower 
scale of the singl e -store y baths build ing which us sd to occupy the north 
side of the Square . What he now sees on the north is a part of the North 
Cambc rwe ll Op e n Space which threa tens to d ~s troy the whole of Addington 
Square . 

Our travell e r has s ee n a considerabl e vari e ty in the se g roups of hous es, but, 
now observant, he will r e cognise that they a ll display, some in an unusual 
way, charact e ristic l a te Georgi an and early Victorian forms and h e will b e 
aware that th ey hang togeth e r with a distinct and compelling cohere nce t ha t 
makes Ad d ington Square and Adding ton Place one of t he most attra ctive urban 
spaces h e has se e n in Southwark. 

Must Addinvton Squa r e b e demolis hed? 

The Socie ty is very conc e rne d about th e futur e of the Square: at present it 
is proposed that the Squa r e should be d emolishe d and the land thrown into the 
North Camb e rwell Open Space. The Socie ty f ee l s v ery strongly, like many 
othe rs, that it would be utt e rly wrong to allow this to happen. Even if 
the re wer e no historic buil0ings issue the Society would consider t hat the re 
is a highe r priority in present housing over the future extension of the 
Op en Space and tha t this priority justifies the r e t e ntion of th e hous es in 
Addington Square; but South London and e spe cially Southwark has already lost 
so much of its archit e ctural h eritage tha t it cannot afford to lose such an 
important pi ece of its to wnsc a p e a s t he Square. 

The Borough Council has proposed a Bons e rvation Ar ea comprising Addington 
Square and Addington Place but considers itse lf impotent to take the matter 
furthe r sinc e the crea tion of the Op e n Space which would d estroy Addington 
Squa re is a Great~r London Council r e sponsibility. 

The Socie ty b e lie v e s that the two aims of housing i mprove me nt and the pre­
servation of historic buildings are e ntirely compatible here and can be 
achieved by d es i gna ting the area as a Cons e rvation Area under th e Civic 
Amenities Act 1967. This must be done at the earliest rroment in order to 
r e v e rse the present tr e nd of deterioration, to g iv e confidence in the future 
of the Sqaare,and to e ncourage present and potential owne rs to take positive 
speps to i mprov e the houses. The Council itself can forwa rd these aims in 
many wa ys a nd also has powe rs unde r the Housing Act 1969 to desgnat c the 
area as a Ge n e ral Improv eme nt Ar ea . 

The Camberwell Society the refore considers that the Borough Council should 
thems e lve s d esignate the area aia Cons ervation Ar ea or vigorou~ly press the 
Greater London Council to do so a t th e earli0st opportunity, and should also 
conside r its des i gna tion as a Ge n e ral Improv emen t Area. 

WHAT YOU CAN DO 

As a mee ting of the Arts a nd Recr eation Committ ee of the Gr ea t e r London 
Council which will be crucial to the futur e of th e Square is immine nt, 
GO and LOOK NOW and then WRITE I hMEDIATELY to the Countess of Dartmouth, 
Chai r man of th e Historic Buildings Board, and to Councillor .Harold Sebag­
MontefiDr e , Chairma n of the Arts and Recreation Committee, both of th e 
Grea t e r London Council, at Th e County Hall, London SE 1, expressing your 
appreciation of the Squ~re, your desire to pres~rve it as a part of our 
architectural h e ritage , a nd your conc e rn at the proposed d emolition of 
good houses. 
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NEWSLETTER No 3 December 1970 

The Society meets the Cou_g~_~:i: __ '_§__£~_9,A_,I].ig_g_ officers 

On October 1st Mr Ian Lacey, Deputy Borough Planner, Mr Michael Brown, 
Consultant Landscape Architect, two members of Mr Lacey's staff, Mr Norman 
Vickery and Mr Frederick Stu:ford, and Mr Bill Clarke fo the Property 
Division were welcomed to a j0int meeting of the Society's Executive Com­
mittee and Planning Sub-corax ~ttee at 101 Camberwell Grove. We were pleased 
that Councillor Andrews was also able to be present. 

The meeting was arranged to give an opportunity to open the 
a number of the more importR~t ma tters concerning our area; 
course merit more detailed consideration and it is intended 
arrange open meetings of the Society on some of them. The 
successful and a very satisfactory first discussion between 
the Council. 

discussions on 
many of them of 

in due course to 
meeting was most 
the Society and 

The following were the most important subjects of the discussion: 

Lettsom Development Area 

Mr Lacey had sent the Society a planning brief summary prepared by his staff 
for comment. When a scheme has been prepared the Society will again have 
an opportunity to make co!'.'lments. A seqnarate item in this Newsletter is 
devoted to the development. 

Camberwell Green and Camberwell Church Street 

Camberwell Green is on the j~nction of two major traffic routes and presents 
one of the most difficult traffic problems in the whole of Southwark; it is 
also a traditional village centre. The Council hopes to put on an exhibi~ 
tion in the Spring of 1971 to present the problems and the options for 
development , That will be the time for our discussions. 

Conservation areas 

Of the twelve conservation areas proposed by the Council all but two are 
now designated. The two exceptions are the Addington Square and the Glen­
gall Road/Trafalgar Avenue areas; the first of these is entirely within the 
area zoned for the North Cam~erwell Open Space, the second is partly with~n 
it and partly zoned for in5ustrial use. 

Mr Lacey pointed our that the GLC is responsible for the creation of the 
open space which is regarded as an aim of the greatest importance, and there­
fore the Borough could really do little more than suggest these areas to the 
GLC; he said it was difficult to find alternative areas for the open space 
A meeting of the GLC's Arts and Recreation Committee was due to be held in 
November which would be crucial to the future existence of the two areas. 

Mr Lacey agreed to look carefully at the submission which the Society will 
soon make for a small extension of the Camberwell Grove Conservation Area to 
include Champion Grove. 

Trees 

Mr Michael Brown desc~ibed in detail a system of tree survey and it was 
agreed that Reg Austin would co-ordinate the Society's work in conjunction 
with him. Mr Lacey felt that this was probably the most useful help that 
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that the Society couJ.J give Lo Ll1<> C:011w:i.l. 

Tube to Camberwell. 

Mr Lacey said that the Council was havin1: sci-j 011s awl f rul. tft1l <1-L.,,i::in~Ri.ons 
with London Transport on the extension of the Bakorloo Line from the Elephant 
and Castle to Camberwell and Peckham; it now comes Iourth in priority after 
the Brixton extension of the Victoria Line, the London Airport line, and the 
Fleet Line. 

Lettsom Deve l opment Area - Redevel'2,E!!lent __ ~y__!he Council 

The Council is going to redGvelop an area extend inf from Vestry Road on the 
east to Camberwell Grove on the west, bounded by the railway on the south and 
including the houses on the north side of Lettsom Street and Linnell Road. 
For many years the area has been a llowed to degenerate so that increasingly a 
number of people has been i eft surrounded by derelict properties and vacant 
sites. It is expected that they will be moved out and the site cleared by 
August 1971 and that work will start on the redevelopment in December of 
the same year, although this will depend on the progress in r ehousing. 

The Society had b e en sent a summary of the planning brief and this was dis­
cussed at the meeting on October 1st reported above. The following are the 
main points from the summary with some extra comments arising from the meeting. 

Proposed accommodation 

The development will exploit the site to the maximum within the permitted 
zone density of 136 persons per acre; instead of the former 375 dwellings 
there will be 446 of which twenty already exist in three post-war blocks of 
flats, two in Lettsom Street and one in Vestry Road. Just over half the 
dwellings will be for two or three people and there will be sixteen for very 
large families. The Society's Committees felt that it was undesirable to 
increase the density, but the Council is satisfied that the site is capable 
of development at the zone density and that there is no good reason for pro­
posing a lower density. 

Some shopping space and a community centre will be provided near Vestry Road. 
There will be a home for fifteen children in care. Parking space will be 
provided at the rate of one for every two dwellings with the possibility of 
increasing this in the future. 

Design criteria 

The area adjoins the Camberwell Grove Conservation Area at its western end 
and due regard is paid to this in the brief. The development ''should main­
tain a residential facade to Camberwell Grove and the new dwellings should 
be in keeping with the height, scale, and building line of the existing 
buildings. Throughout the development area a medium rise solution is pre­
ferred, but if higher blocks are unavoidable they should not impinge on the 
skyline of Camberwell Grove". 'Medium rise' means two to six storeys high. 

Traffic and pedestrians 

Lyndhurst Grove will be extended westwards to link Vestry Road to Camberwell 
Grove; it and Vestry Road improved will serve as local distributor roads 
with limited access. Two east-west pedestrian routes will be provided 
linking up with existing footpaths and there will be a new way through to 
Grace's Mews. 

Harrow Public House 

The pub in Lettsom Street is to be demolished and there are no proposals to 
replace it. The Society asked for its retention to be considered because 
it was felt that it would provide a valuable element of continuity and 
would help to extend the links with the past; moreover there will be an 
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increase in population when the development is completed. 

The Society will be consulted again when the architects have prepared a 
scheme. 

Conservation areas 

Correction 

In Newsletter no 1 only two conservation areas were mentioned, Addington 
Square, to which News l etter no 2 was devoted, and Camberwell Grove. Un­
fortunately a third area a lso within the Society's boundaries was omitted: 
it is the Sceaux Gardens Conservation Area. It includes the post-war 
Sceaux Gardens Estate where much of the old l andscaping and existing trees 
were ritained, the Georgian houses on either side of Peckham Road, now used 
as Council offices, and Lucas Gardens which extends southwards. 

· conservation Areas Advisory Committee 

The Conservation Areas Advisory Committee, which had its first meeting on 
June 1st (see Newsletter no 1), met again on November 2nd. One of the 
items for discussion was the De Crespi~ny Development, but because of the 
large number of matters consideration of it had to be adjourned to another 
meeting. 

De Crespigny Park ~~~elopment (Nos 33-39 De Crespigny Park) 

Southwark Borough Council has put forward a scheme for the redevelopment of 
the sites of nos 33-39 De Crespigny Park. It has been designed for the 
Council by a private firm of architects, Gordon Bowyer and Partn0rs, and is 
described and illustrated in detail in a brochure which has been prepared 
by them. 

The proposal involves the demolition of four Victorian houses of about 1860 
which are within the Cambcrwell Grove Conservation Area designated by the 
Council. They would be replaced by three new blocks: there would be a 
four-storey block of maisonettes facimg De Crespi gny Park and two three­
storey blocks of flats at right angles stretching right across the existing 
gardens to the boundary wall of nos 8 & 9 Love Walk. 

The Society has been invited to make its comments on the proposal which is 
also on the agenda for discussion by the Conservation Areas Advisory Commit­
tee. The Socie t y is extreme ly concerned on a number of grounds. It is 
felt that the principles of conservation have not been observed, that the 
proposal affects the character of the Conservation Area very seriously, and 
that little regard has been paid to the rights and amenities of two houses 
in Love Walk, nos 8 & 9. 
First, the new buildings will more than double the density and as a conse­
quence will entirely alter the development form of the area which at present 
comprises ranges of houses which follow the lines of the streets and whose 
backs face one another across a stretch of gardens. 

Secondly, the design and form of the buildings is almost entirely unre l ated 
to the general character of the existing houses in the area. It seems that 
e ither the conservation area principles are understood but ignored when they 
are inconvenient or they are misunderstood and the scheme is believed to 
conform with them: whichever is the explanation, the proposal causes very 
serious concern about the Council's attitude towards conservation. 

Thirdly, the two blocks of flats are so placed that the two houses in Love 
Walk suffer a grievous and unacceptable curtailment of their present enjoy­
ment of light, sun, privacy, and view, to an extent which would not be 
allowed for the advantage of a scheme proposed by a private developer. 
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After full co~sideration by the Society's Executive Committee and Planning 
Sub-committee a detailed appraisal has been prepared and submitted to the 
Council. Anyone who would lik0 to know more about the proposal is invited 
to get in touch with Stephen Marks, 50 Grove Lane (703 2719). 

7 & 9 De Crespigny Park 

The Institute of Psychiatry has submitted an application for permission to 
use nos 7 & 9 De Crespigny Park as research laboratories and offices. 
These houses are within an area zoned for residential use and with proper 
conversion could certainly be retaine d in such use. The Society is very 
concernej about the exte nsion of hospita l use outside the area already 
zoned fo1· it (bound ed by De Crespigny Park, Denmark Hill, Windsor Walk, and 
Grove Lane) and has urg ed the Council to refuse the application and ensure 
the r es idential use of these buildings. 

Ti~_~ r ess Restaur.s.n-1:; _, Ca!:r.bGtfI:':.h1 9J:rnrch Street 

The Tigere s s Restaurant which has recently opened in Camberwell :hurch 
Street and already has a music and dancing licence till midnight applied for 
an extension ti~l 2 am. At a hearing before the Entertainments Licensing 
Committee of the GLC Southwark Borou~h Council object e d to the extension 
and was supported with evidence given by three local r esidents, all members 
of the Society, one of them speaki~g on behalf of the Society; as a result 
the application was r efused . The principle points of objection were the 
noise and disturbance which would be caused by late night car parking and 
movement in adjacent residential streets and the addition to the noise 
already in the main road. 

Motorway 

The Inquiry into the Greate r London Development Plan is now unde~ way and 
it is expected that the transport section including the motorway proposals 
will begin in early January. A general mee ting of the Society is to be 
arran~ed about the middle of January to coincide with this part of the 
Inquiry when publicity will once again be giv8n to the GLC's motorway plans. 
The effect of th ese plans on Camberwell a~d Peckham are being studied at 
the moment by members of the Society and more will be said in the next News­
letter in which the date of the meeting will be announced. It is hoped 
that Douglas Jay, MP and Chairman of the London Motorway Action Group, will 
be able to talk to the Society. 

Motorway action funds 

Two successful events have raised funds for the London Motorway Action 
Group. The jumble sale .which was hel.d at the Church Hall, All Saints, 
Blenheim Grove, on July 25th raised £50 7s, and at a party given by James 
and Gill Elliott at 158 Camberwell Grove enough was collected to be able to 
contribute nearly another £50. 

~ermon~sey Riverside and the Surrey Docks 

Many members will be interested in what is going to happen in the northern 
part of our borough. The Bermondsey and Rotherhithe Society, whose area 
extends eastwards from London Bridge, has been formed recently to hold 
me e tings and to express local opinion and would welcome enquiries and new 
members. The Bon Secretary is Nigel Haigh, 8 Grange Walk, SE 1 (237 6819). 

The Camberwell Society is your local amenity society. 

If you are not already a member please support it by joining. 
3ubscription 10/- a year to the Hon Treasurer 

Brian Allsworth, 165 Grove Lane, SE 5 (274 0367) 
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